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LICREASED CHIRESE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, 1952

ﬁhis report gives data on agricultural conditions and pro-
aection in Ciina from regional and yrovincial areas, as reporied
by several Chinese mainland newspapers. Reflerences to conditions
prior to the fall of the XMT government have been included to shnow
“he improvement during the past 3 years.

By 1¢hg, production of many crops was less than half the pre-

war level. Since 191+9, there has been yearly progress, and, in
. ; 1552, harvests nlnost everyvhere were above prevar levels. Indi-
- viduals end nutual aid teams produced exceptionally high yields |
: in certain provinces. i

STAT

Humbers in parentheses refer to aprended sources.._f

AL Situatlon ot Time of Liberation

roduction was concerned, the situation of agriculture at she

P
time of !iveration from the RIT s ;loomy. This was considered due to 8 years
of war ugiinst Japan and 3 years of struggle for liberaticn from the Chiang
"baudits." Oy slve landlords wcre also blomed, and it was considered that

good production could not be eup><ted vhen dikes needed repairs, forests vere
despoiled, tools and implements vere wecrn cut, end fara animals vere seriously
deplatedsin number. In the whole nation plow animals hed decreased by 16 per-
cent (3). whilc in Mopehr Provinee they had decressed by 35.4 percent.(9)

Tuportant farm implements had decreased in the whole nation by 30 percent.
Villeges were described .5 heins "poor and desolate,” and for me ny years the

CLASSIFICATION RELIRICIED
STATE k¥ A DISTRIBUTIGN I
ARMY AR Fal I r l ,

-

I‘ eclassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/08 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700110297-9 n



re

s

'CIA-RDP80-00809A000700110297-9

ed for Release 2012/02/08

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approv

RESTRICTED

farmers had been unable to keep warm or Lo satisfy their hunger.(3) They had
been forced to live on "chaff and vegetables" for half of each yea:,

The situation on Hainan Island had been especially difficult. Among the
Li and Miao tribes there,crop production had been so rneager that every year,
faced with scarcity of food between erops, the people went to the mountaing
to gather leaves » grass, and even the bark of trees for food.(13)

The low level of production is indicated by figures given for a few pro-
vinces. Anhwei Province reported a decline year after year until by 1949,
Tood yroduction was only bh.2 percent of tlre Prevar level, cotton was down to
48.3 percent, tobacco down to L9.3 percent and tea to 31.1 percent of the pre-
wer level.(6) Hopeh Province reported the level of production lowered to
T4.T7 percent of the average level of prewar Limes (9), and Hupeh Province re-
rorts Indicated production down to 53 pevcent of the prevar level.(10)

B. Increased Production in Spite of Difriculties

In Hopeh Province tie good record for 1551 was achieved in spite of the
fact that one third of the cultivated area experienced severe drought.{9)
Hupeh Province likewise dig well in spite of unprecedented dry weather, the
worst in 60 years, causing a production loss of 2,600,000 catties of grain.(10)
During 1952, East China suffered from several typhoons and some sections had
other natural disusters such as Tloods, drought, and ingect depredation.{1)

An unusual hindrance to crop production on Hainan Island has been the in-
roads of wild animals. Twice the government instituted general hunts for wild
pigs and mouse deer. According to the fTirst reports, in Pei-sha Hgien alone,
3,504 wild pigs, 720 deer 3,301 mouse deer, and 505 monkeys were killed. This
greatly lessened the crop losses from depredations of wild creatures.(l3)

C. Data Showing Increased Production

In 1952, there was a generally good harvest of all grains throughout
China. First estimates considercd that the best prewar record would be sur-
passed by O percent, The host c¢rops were in the lortheast and in the Autono-
mous Region of Inner Mongolia., 1In places in the Northeast the harvest was the
best in 10 years. In the vhole of the Northeast the crop was from 35 to 90
rercent of o full harvest, In Kirin Province it was 100 percent.(1) On the
rlains of Chahar, yearly subjectad to natural disasters, farmers exceeded the
average production of prewar years by 1G.h4 percent.{5) In Suiyuan, although
the people are backward in cultivation techniques, production exceeded the
1549 output by 150 percent.(5)

Food production, ell-important to the nation, showed & marked increase.
It is estimated that in 1952, in the whole of Horth Chine, food production
would rise to a very high level; 3 revcent higher tharn that of prevar times.
In North China, %0 percent of the households have & focd surplus.(2) At the
time of liberation from the KiT, food production was down to Th.6 percent
of prewar times but in 3 years it has been restored to and has surpassed
prevar levels. It was estimated that the 1652 grain production of the whole
nation would exceed the prevar Tigures by O percent.(h)

There are indications of increased crop production in all sectlons of
the country. On the Island of Hainan, helped by loans for new tools and by
instruction in cultivation, the aboriginal tribes have greatly increased their
food supply.(13) 1In Shantung Province, some villages have increased produc-
tion 21k parceunt over 1549.(11) In Chekiang Province food production was
restored to the prevar level by 1951.(8)
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figures for foed production for Ashwei Provinee show that if the prewar
level is reckoned as 100 the following annual data for the province is obtained.

Prevar 1950 1951 1952
Food production
for Anhwei 100 63.7 115.6 134.2 (6)

While revealing notable grains, Anhvei's production is still not up to
the national average as shown in the following figures.

Prevar 150 1951 1952
National
production 100 117 128 4o (4)
(estimated)

.

High production records per nou [Sne mou equals 1/6 ucrg7 are given for
several crops.

1. Rice

In 1952, in southern Kiangsu near Wiu-hsi, 200 households produced
more than 1,000 catties per mou. It is estimated thet several thoucand fami-
lles in sou’hern Kiangsu in 1952 produced 1,000 catties per mou.(1) 1In
Anhwei Province, in 1952, there was & record of 1,562 catties per mou(6), while
in the An-ching Special Administrative District of that province there was one
large area in 152 producing 1,000 and some hundreds of catties per mou.(1)

2. Wheat

In Anhvei Province, in 1951, a high record of 505 catties of wheat
per mou was established, with a still higher record of 633 catties per mou in
1952.(6) 1In Hopeh Province, high ylelds in 1952 of 689 catties per mou and
in Shantung Province, in 1952, yields of 315 catties per mou broke all previous
records for those provinces.(3)

3. Millet

i
In the former P'ingyuan Province Zﬁbolished by the Peiping govern- ;
ment, as of 15 November 19537, one man in 1951 produced 1,022 catties per f
mou. There vere 40 agricultural production units with more than 1,000 catties :

I

per mou in 1952.(5) In Hopeh Province, a record of 1,178 catties Per mou was
made in 1950.(9)

b, Maize

In the case of maize, in Hopeh Province, in 1952, 59 households in
one group of villages raised over 1,000 catties per mou.(5) One man in 1951, ’
vroduced 1,520 eatties per mou.(S) In Shantung Provinece, in 1951, production -
of 1,027 catties per mou broke the record. (11) 1

5. Tea

Tea production has made significant advances. The national figures for
1952 were estimated to be 250 percent over those of 1950.(4#) Annwei Province
showed an increase of 96 percent ove: 1950 and 33.7 percent over 1951.(6) The
amount of red tea sold outside the Pruvince in 1952 qas already been restored

~+to &8 percent of the prevar level.(6) 1In Chekiang Province, 1952 tea production

was 143 percent better than for 1549.({8)
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6. Tobaceo

. In tobacco the nation is now self-sufficient. The national production
; for 1952 was estimated to be 200 percent over 1950.(4)

T. Cotton

China will exceed the prevar level Dy 70 percent (2) and cotton production in
the whole nation would exceed prevar figures by 50 percent. In cotton the
i nation is now self-sufficient.(3)

IT the production figures for 194¢ are taken a5 100 the following
interesting comparison appears.

1gh9 1950 1951 1952
Cotton 100 159 252 300 (estimated) (%) -

Cotton production in the whole of Hupeh Province in 1952 will equal that of

prevar times.(lO) In Chekiang Province in 1952, cotton production will be 190 ;
percent hetter than 1949.(8) : !

In individual records Ch'u Yao-1i, in 1951, made the highest record
in the country by producing 912 catties of cotton per mou (5). In Anlwei ;
Province, in 1951, a high record of 403 catties wos produced.(6) TIn Hupeh, :
in 1952, there was & record of 500 catties per mou QO), and in Hopeh Province, :
1n 951, a record of 763 catties per mou, (9)

8. Hemp : !

In Chekiang Province, in 1952, 12 times as much hemp is expected to be
produced as  n 1949.(8)

o ; 9. 5ilk i

: It is estimated that in 1952 the s1lk production for the nation will be
N : 50 percent more than in 1950, (4)

D. Elements Aiding Preduction

1. New Equipment '

In the former P'ingyuan Province, farmers bought 7,000 walking plows !
and 19,000 sprayers.(5) 1In Shantung Province, where for thousands of years ‘
farmers had used clumsy implements for cultivation, they have repaired the old ’
atyle implements and have made plans for an implement-making industry, emphasiz-
ing new-type implements. By 1951, they had repaired enough implements to pro-
vide 85 percent of the prewar number. Over 110,000 new implements were added,

o 3 such as "liberation-style" water vwheels, ralking plows, and sprayers. Forty-
- b two tool and implement-making factories, large and small, were established.(.l)

2. Improved Sceds

In Hopeh Province, better-grade asd yas usad an 57 vercent of the cot-
ton acverge.(9) In Anhwei Province, 40 percent of the cotton cauwe from improved
seed.(6) In Hupeh Province, improved vheat seed vas planted on 5 million mou,
or T percent of the wheat acreage.(1¢' 1In Shantung Province, improved seed was
used on 3,250,000 mou.{11) In Hupeh Province, for 3 years Tarmers have promoted
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the better grade "victory" rice which is now used on 20 percent of the acre-
age.(10) In Hopeh Province, one fourth of the acreage Planted in grain was
planted with zéed recomended by the State Farms.(9)

3. Vanen Work in Fields J

Ir Shantung Province, women have come to be an "essential element in the T
struggle for increased production.” Not only have they shared in lighter tasks, X
such as seed selection and cotton picking, but also in the heavy work of plowing. :
Some 30-40 percent of the country women engege in this work.(11)

According to a story from Hainan Island the aboriginal tribes had rot
been accustomed to have their women work in the fields; but in the movement for
sbundant harvests, not only did the women actively Participate in the lighter
activities, but scme even learned to plow and harrow the fields, their labor ‘
being an important element in the successful production of a good harvest. This
year at the time of the National Festivag the Autonomous Government of Hainan
staged a plowing contest for wemen. The three women who won top honors were

) ) each presented with a plow, 10 feet of cloth, and a photograph of Chairman '
P Mao.(13)

4. Enthusiasm of the People _

All classes, party members, those in government offices, citizens,

" : cadres, and soldiers showed & fine spirit of cooperation. Farmers came to re-
. alize that individual profit is one with national gain. They developed a warm
love for their ancestral land, for labor, and for their great leader, Chairman

Mao.(ll), In Hooeh Province, the government Plan for increased production be-

came the plan of the masses of fermers.(5) All considered it a mark of glory
] to become model workers.{3) In one village in Shansi Province all the farmers,

. . after democratic discussion, decided on ten big changes to accomplish a S5-year

plan for reconstruction, seeking within 5 years to double the production from
each mou of land.(5)

r : The people are urged not to become complacent about having surpassed !
e the prewar levels of agricultural production which are, after all, the "pitiable
low levels of & semifeudalistic and semicolonial age."(9)
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